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Wine Library Honors Founder Millie Howie with Native Garden

Healdsburg, CA, November 24, 2025 — Butterflies, bees and bibliophiles have a new home — the
native garden recently installed at the Sonoma County Wine Library to honor its founder. The
new Millie Howie Memorial Garden and Patio is located just outside the Wine Library at the
Healdsburg Regional Library, 139 Piper Street, two blocks north of the Healdsburg Plaza.

The pollinator garden was designed by Ashley Hamlett, owner of Thrive Landscaping,
with professional installation by Manny Lopez, of Lopez Landscaping. In addition to their
generous in-kind donations, Cal-Flora Nursery donated plants at a steep savings.

The garden was designed with several key objectives: providing year-round interest,
water management during the rainy season, plus a kid-friendly, sound-dampening and
drought-tolerant retreat.

“Our goal was to create a native environment, not just California-centric but specific to
Sonoma County," said Hamlett. “The garden design includes a swale to mitigate a water issue
and a habitat fountain, which can be seen from the Wine Library windows.”

“l am so grateful to all our generous donors, and especially to Ashley and Manny and his
team for their invaluable contributions. We're very proud to showcase their beautiful work,” said
Sonoma County Wine Library Association President Peg Champion. “The garden and patio
serve a dual purpose — providing a secluded and welcoming outdoor environment for our
community to enjoy and a special place to honor Millie and her extraordinary vision.”

Champion said the garden is expected to be completed in the spring with several
important additions — a donor bench, a historic amphora and a demonstration vineyard of
Russian River Valley grapes.

HH#

The Sonoma County Wine Library is home to one of the most comprehensive collections of wine information in the
world, with nearly 6 000 books dating from 1514 to the present. The library stays current with dozens of
subscriptions to international wine magazines and fournals. DVDs, oral histories, maps, wine labels, bottles,

photos, posters and ephemera round oul the collection.

The Sonoma County Wine Library Association was creafed in 1985 as an independent 501(c)3 support



